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REMARKS 

The Examiner objected to elaims 1 , 6. 15, 19 and 20 stating "The [word] hierarchical is 
^spelled - Applicants believe, Applicants cancellation of claims 1. 6, 19 and 20 makes the 

Examiner' s objection moot- 

The Examiner objected to the Abstract stating "The abstract of the disclosure is objected 
» because the abstract lacks narrative format. Correction is required" In response, Applicants 

have amended the abstract. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-20 under 35 US.C § 102(e) as being unpatentable over 
Buffet el al. (U.S. Patent 6,631,502). Applicants have canceled claims 1-20 and added new 
claims 21-40. 

Applicants respectfully point out that Buffet et al. teaches a first voltage island nested in 
an integrated circuit chip which is exactly one order of nesting. Applicants elaims 21-40 are 
drawn to a set of at least two voltage islands nested one within the other and further nested in a 
parent terrain which is at least two orders of nesting. In particular, Buffet et al. does not teach 

«N voltage islands denoted as V„ V, V N nested within said parent terrain. N at least 2, 

voltage island V z nested within a voltage island V 7 ,i for Z=l , 2,. . ., N 
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r pNCIAJSION 

Based on the preceding arguments, Applicants respectlully believe that all pending 
claims and the entire application meet the acceptance criteria for allowance and therefore request 
favorable action. If Examiner believes that anything further would be helpful to place the 
application in better condition for allowance, Applicants invite the Examiner to contact the 
Applicants' representative at the telephone number listed below. The Director is hereby 
authorized to charge and/or credit Deposit Account 09-456. 



Respectfully submitted. 
FOR: Bednar ct al. 



BY: 

Dated: H-Zn/^W tA^A, 




jaokP. Friedman 
Reg. No. 44,688 
FOR: 

Anthony M. Palagonia 
Registration No.: 41, 237 



3 Lear Jet Lane, Suite 201 
Schmciscr, Olsen & Watts 
Latham, New York 121 10 
(5 18) 220-1850 

Agent Direct Dial Number: (802>899-5460 
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